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Greetings, dear Delegates,
Hi! We are Claudia Chavez and Leandro Guevara, and in this opportunity we have the honor to be
your committee directors.
We would like to start by telling you a little bit about us. Our MUN journey started in 2019, when we
attended our first conference. Through the years, we discovered that MUNs are not just competitions
to win prizes, but opportunities to rediscover and improve yourself and your abilities. We have been
able to see progress in our public speaking, negotiating, debating and social skills overall. Most
importantly, MUN helped us meet really lovely people and grow our self-confidence. They have
really changed us people and contributed a lot to our personal growth. And we hope it does the same
thing for you!
That being said, we are looking forward to a high level debate, with innovative solutions. The
ratification of the U.S Constitution is a destacable and engaging historic event which opens a huge
opportunity for an amazing debate. We hope this conference can be a remarkable and memorable
experience, not only in your MUN career, but in your selfgrowth. Do not be afraid to contact us if you
have any doubts, and remember to enjoy yourselves. See you in the committee!

Introduction to the Committee:
The Congress of the Confederation was the legislator and executive body of the United States from
March 1, 1781 to March 4, 1789, being a unicameral system. It followed the Articles of the
Confederation, which was the first frame of government of the U.S. It consisted of members of the 13
states of the United states, around 50 members with one vote per state. The Congress of the
Confederation was more an “emergency” government manner than a permanent one. Citizens believe
it had a too centralized power which resulted in the states not giving the Congress of the
Confederation important necessities like the ability to tax, which made the funds for this committee
very limited. Despite this fact, the Congress of the Confederation guided America through the
revolution achieving independence. It also
established important bases for the country like
how new states enter the union. The Congress
of the Confederation had the power to declare
war, request money to states, law creation,
among others. With the Treaty of Paris and the
assurance of American independence, the
States and the people were seeking for a new,
more stable form of government. This was the
first steps for the U.S. Constitution.
Articles of Confederation – Congress Wielded All Three Powers:
Legislative,
Judicial,
Executive,
Later
Separated.
(1785).
[Illustration].
Constituting
https://constitutingamerica.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/03/ArticlesConfederationGW1787-1030x660.jpg

America.
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The Constitution of the United States is the longest-standing written charter of government in the
world. It was created in 1787 and started being ratified by states the same year. In 1788, it started
working. Before the constitution, the U.S was governed by the Articles of Confederation. The
problem with them was their efficacy. Firstly, the Congress of the Confederacy has very limited power
since they couldn’t raise money, being dependent on the financiation of the states. Another issue was
the need for a unanimous vote for any important decision. Seeing that each state had a delegation of 2
to 7 members, the Congress took very little decisions on important topics.
Before the constitution became national law, it had to pass through public scrutiny and debate. The
document was presented to the congress on September 20. For two days, on September 26 and 27,
Congress debated whether the delegates to the Constitutional Convention should be condemned for
exceeding their powers by creating a new form of government instead of simply amending the
Articles of Confederation. On September 28, Congress recommended state legislatures to meet to
ratify the Constitution, deciding, in the Article VII, that nine states must ratify the constitution for it to
take effect.
The ratification assemblies served the function of informing the people of the provisions of the
proposed new government. These also served as forums for proponents and opponents to present their
ideas to the public. Significantly, the state assemblies, not Congress, were the agents of ratification.
They were people who believed that the denial of
the constitution would bring chaos, those people
qere called the federalists. Alexander Hamilton,
John Jay and James Madison responded to
Clinton’s attacks on the constitution using the
nickname Publius and started writing articles in
October 1787. In total, they wrote 85 articles in
some New York newspapers. In their articles, they
analyzed the Constitution and defended it from the
critics of the anti-federalists.
Stearns Brutus, J. (1856) Signing of the United States
Constitution. Virginia Museum of Fine Arts, Richmond
https://vmfa.museum/piction/6027262-8052859/

Those articles responded principally to one of the main criticisms of the Constitution, the lack of Bill
of Rights. They stated that the national government was so constrained by the Constitution that it
presented no threat to the rights of citizens. During the ratification debate in Virginia, James
recognized the need of the bill of rights and federalists guaranteed that that was the first thing the new
government was going to deal with.
It took 10 months to have 9 states that approved the Constitution, Delaware being the first with an
unanimous vote of 30-0. The first real test of the ratification process occurred in Massachusetts, where
they recorded all the debates to prove that a written bill of rights would avoid disagreements at
assemblies. New Hampshire state was the last state to approve the Constitution, but important states
such as New York and Virginia were stuck in bitter debates . The fact that these states failed to ratify
could have reduced the new union to two large, wealthy states with a large population and would have
fragmented it. However, the Federalists prevailed and Virginia and New York approved the

3

Constitution by a very narrow margin. When a bill of rights was introduced in Congress in 1789,
North Carolina ratified the Constitution. Finally, Rhode Island, which had rejected the Constitution in
March 1788 by popular referendum, called an assembly to ratify it in 1790, as required by the
Constitutional Assembly. Facing the threat of being treated as a foreign government, he ratified the
Constitution on May 29, 1790, with one of the smallest margins (by two votes).

Past Actions:
Revolution and Independence
Previous to the United States revolution, there only existed colonies under British Domain. These
colonies operated under documents known as the written charters.
The Mother Country of the colonies established the charters; they were an agreement between the
king and those who wished to settle in the "new world." Charters were a way for the king to assure
that England would win power and money through these missions while at the same time keeping
control of the conquered Land. Although officials could allow themselves some liberties while
establishing laws and administration of resources, these should all have to be made conforming to
English Law. Charters also included a pledge of allegiance to the king and protected individual rights.
However, the colonies were not comfortable under this rule due to the multiple taxes they were forced
to pay in it. This led to the United State's revolution in 1775 and the beginning of the independence
process, resulting in the establishment of the Second Continental Congress, a convention of delegates
from the thirteen colonies.
In May 1776, the Second Continental Congress recommended the replacement of the charters with
new constitutions compliant with the people. One month later, a committee to draft the Articles of
Confederation started. This represented the first government document in America's history and
consequently, the creation of The United States of America.

Image Source: Encyclopaedia Britannica. (0). 13 colonies in 1775 [Graphic]. Encyclopædia Britannica, Inc.
https://cdn.britannica.com/29/180929-050-C409CB4B.jpg
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Ratification of the Articles of Confederation and Amendments
In November 1777, congress submitted the final draft to the state legislatures for their unanimous
approval. Seven of the thirteen colonies adopted and ratified the articles quickly while proposing
amendments, which were all rejected by congress. The ratification process took three years due to the
unanimity requirement and the disapproval of some states.
During the following years after ratification, from 1781 to 1787, several amendments were proposed
by congress to strengthen their power. Despite having the support of the majority of the people and
states, none of the amendments were approved due to the lack of unanimity. There existed slim
majorities in one or two states who opposed the transfer from the states to the central government.

The Constitutional Convention
The Constitutional Convention took place in May 1787 in Philadelphia. Its objective was to solve
some issues with the Articles of confederation.
Previous to this, a widespread campaign throughout the states to convince the people that the articles
needed to be revised. All the newspapers supported the convention and encouraged their readers to
prepare themselves to accept and support its proposals. The influence of the stature of some of the
Convention delegates, which included Benjamin Franklin and George Washington, was also a cause
of the significant support achieved
This campaign continued during the convention itself. Delegates debated and looked for the best
method to ensure the implementation and acceptance of their proposal. Being aware of New York's
tendency to oppose any power transfer to the conference and Rhode Island not even being present at
the meeting, delegates knew that the unanimity requirement would sentence any hope of ratification.
They also considered it necessary to obtain the majority of states and people to assure democracy and
Independence values. That's how, in August of the same year, delegates decided that nine states would
be the number necessary to implement the constitution among the ratifying states.
The convention also decided that the bodies to consider ratification should be the State's convention
instead of the State's legislatures. They
believed
that conventions better
represented the people's will, making the
new constitution superior to any other
legislature. In addition, this made it
easier to obtain ratification since ad hoc
state conventions would disappear after
meeting, while legislatures had to
consider giving up their power. Besides,
conventions allowed other influential
and powerful men who weren't state
legislatures to participate in the debate.
George Washington presiding the Philadelphia Convention. (1787). [Illustration].
https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/thumb/9/9d/Scene_at_the_Signing_of_the_Constitution_of_the_United_St
ates.jpg/1280px-Scene_at_the_Signing_of_the_Constitution_of_the_United_States.jpg
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Between September 16 and 18, a debate took place in the congress. They decided whether to comply
with the convention's proposal and require the states to make a special-elected state convention to
ratify the constitution or reject the bid. The majority of the congress were federalists, advocates for the
ratification, who supported the Constitutional Convention and looked forward to sending it to the
states. On the other hand, some congressmen were opponents, called Antifederalists, who proposed
sending the constitution with amendments so that a bill of rights could be added.
Although federalists had the majority necessary to send the constitution to the states with the
approbation of the congress, they wanted to avoid any symptom or manifestation of opposition in the
congress. Therefore, they agreed to send the constitution to the states without congressional
approbation. Following their strategy, they included the word "unanimously" on the September 28th
resolution, which also included a recommendation to the states to elect a convention to be called to
ratify the constitution.
Antifederalists accepted the proposal of a new ratification process, with the only exception of Rhode
Island, where the state legislatures refused to follow with the procedure and instead proposed a
popular referendum on the topic.

The Ratification Campaign
Citizens identified two groups: Federalists and Antifederalists. Each of them had its own beliefs,
arguments, and strategy.
New York was the most prominent and last hurdle in the Federalist campaign since there was a
majority of opposition to the constitution in the state. This led to federalist leaders- John Jay, James
Madison, and Alexander Hamilton writing a series of papers arguing for ratification, explaining the
motives of their proposals, and addressing a variety of issues that affected citizens. These papers were
called “The Federalist Papers”; they were first published in New York and other states under
“Publius” in October 1787.
Throughout the States, educated and well-known men published several essays and cartoons arguing
for their position and what they believed would be the greater good for the newly born country.
However, the Federalist Papers were undoubtedly the best known at the time. Still, that didn’t mean
the Federalists had it all under control, they still didn’t have the simple majority of states needed to
approve their proposals, and the Antifederalists also had some of the most-known men of the time on
their side.

Current Situation:
On December 3th, 1787, ratification conventions were opened in Pennsylvania and Delaware states,
leading to the formal ratification of these states in the coming days. Given this situation, the Eight
Congress will open a 4-day session abording the states’ position and seeking an agreement between
Federalists and Anti-Federalists. As previously mentioned, nine states have to ratify the Constitution
to be officially recognized. Since they are eight federalist states of the current 13 conforming United
States, the two ideologies need to seek an intermediate point where they both benefit. At the time of
the committee, no state has signed the Constitution. Six states had an almost decisive position in
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signing it, leaving a necessity for three more states with a pro-constitution majority in their population
and a willing government to ratify. The strongly Federalist states were Delaware, Pennsylvania, New
Jersey, Georgia, Connecticut, and Massachusetts. Several articles from Federalists and
Anti-Federalists have been published, including “The Federalist Papers'' and articles of
Anti-Federalists like Samuel Bryan, Robert Yates, and “Cato.” These articles have traveled through all
U.S. newspapers and have influenced public opinion. These documents are the bases of what the
Federalists and Anti-Federalists think about the Constitution. While Anti-Federalists attack the
Constitution’s weakest points, the Federalist's
articles defend the Constitution from the
questioning of the Anti-Federalists' party.
The central conflict between the two parties is
the inclusion of the “Bill of Rights,” which
consists of twelve articles that would be added
to the Constitution. It had 12 amendments that
established that every citizen has the right to
freedom of religion, speech, and private
property. The Anti-Federalists believed that
these amendments were necessary to protect the
common good and citizens from abuses of
federal governments. They argue that the Bill of
Rights would serve to identify an oppressive
government and that the State Bill of Rights
were not enough to protect the welfare of U.S.
citizens. On the other hand, Federalists
considered that a bill of rights was necessary because the U.S. constitution had only strict powers
compared to State Constitutions that could ensure rights. Upon that, they argue that the new
government cannot abuse people’s rights. The bill of rights is urged to be discussed not only by the
political weight that it has but for their impact in the population and the divided opinions who had
transcended political individuals to a more common topic through all American citizens. With this
panorama, states should take in consideration the enormous importance of adding or not a Bill of
Rights.
Anti-Federalists have several other complaints about the brand new Constitution, such as the risks of
creating a government with absolute power and the lack of control of the individual states. This issue
significantly affected big states with much force to lose. Contrary to this position, the Federalists
believed that a central government was needed to face a new nation’s challenges. Some Federalists
were George Washington and James Madison, and remarkable Anti-Federalists were James Madison
and Patrick Henry. This last name argues that the Constitution gives excessive power to the president
and that the states should maintain the ability to tax the citizens. Edmund Randolph implies that the
new juridical system proposed by the Constitution would harm the citizens that live far away from the
new courts. All these complaints were expressed in Anti-Federalists articles, primarily by anonymous
writers.
Bill of rights. (2017, 15th december). [Illustration]. National Today
https://nationaltoday.com/wp-content/uploads/2020/12/Bill-of-Rights-Day.
jpgstate
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Timeline
(Delegates must consider that this timeline follows historical events, events later than December 3th
of 1787 might be modified by the course of the committee and by updates made by the chairs)

September 15th, 1787:
The constitution draft has the unanimous approval of the states’ delegations.

September 17th, 1787:
Thirty-nine delegates with representatives of all the states except Rhode Island, sign the Constitution.

September 20th, 1787:
The Congress of the Confederation received the proposed Constitution.

September 28th, 1787:
The Congress determines that nine states have to ratify the Constitution to be officially recognized.

December 7th, 1787:
The Delaware state ratifies the Constitution.

December 12th, 1787:
The Pennsylvania state ratifies the Constitution.

December 18th, 1787:
The New Jersey state ratify the Constitution.

January 2th, 1788:
Georgia state ratifies the Constitution.

January 9th, 1788:
Connecticut state ratifies the Constitution.

February 6th, 1788:
The Massachusetts state ratifies the Constitution.
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April 28th, 1788:
The Maryland state ratifies the Constitution.

May 23th, 1788:
The South Carolina state ratified the Constitution and asked for alterations to be made. Since here,
every state requests several amendments and changes.

June 21th, 1788:
The New Hampshire state ratifies the Constitution. Since it was the ninth state to ratify the
Constitution, it is officially recognized and became applied in all the ratifiers of the Constitution.

June 25th, 1788:
The Virginia State ratify the Constitution.

July 26th, 1788:
The New York State ratify the Constitution.

November 21th, 1789:
The North Carolina state ratify the Constitution.

May 29th, 1790:
The Rhode Island state ratify the Constitution. All the first 13th states have ratified the U.S.
Constitution.

December 15th, 1791:
The first ten amendments are made to the Constitution, known as the Bill of Rights. This finished the
contend between Federalists and Anti-Federalists regarding the constitution.

Block Positions:
Anti-Federalists
Those known as Anti-Federalists opposed the Constitution for various reasons. Their main concern
was that the presence of a president could turn the country into a monarchy like the one they have just
already passed with the UK. Many Anti-Federalists thought it was better to be run or ruled by a weak
central government, because they equated a strong government with British tyranny. They believed
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that without a bill of rights, the new national government would be too powerful and this would
threaten individual freedoms. Another common objection was that the Constitution gave too much
power to the central government at the expense of the states, and that a representative government
could not govern a republic as large as it is now. Thomas Jefferson can be considered the leader of the
antifederalists, the founder and trustee of the Anti-Federal Party. The most serious criticism was the
failure of the Constitutional Assembly to approve the Bill of Rights proposed by George Mason. In
New York, Governor George Clinton voiced those concerns in several newspaper articles using the
Cato moniker, while Patrick Henry and James Monroe led the opposition in Virginia. Patrick Henry
was an outspoken Anti-Federalist who strongly opposed the Constitution, which he believed gave too
much power to the new federal government. The immense power given to the president, the fear of
tyranny and the lack of a Bill of Rights were the main arguments of the Anti-Federalists, which they
emphasized to the population through all their articles and letters. At the end, thanks to Patrick
Henry’s power, he helped create the Bill of Rights, which guaranteed individual freedoms and limited
the powers of government.

Henry, P. (1765) An Anti-federalist speaking in the Virginia House of Burgesses
https://constitutingamerica.org/virginia-house-burgesses-colonial-legislatures-basis-consent-american-self-government-guest
-essayist-joerg-knipprath/

Federalists
Federalists who favored ratification fought back, believing that rejecting the Constitution would lead
to anarchy and social unrest. The Federalists believed in a centralized national government with a
strong tax base and believed that the constitution could be explained. They defend the Constitution
because they say it provided the right mix of power and limits on power. Alexander Hamilton, James
Madison, and John Jay responded to Clinton with the nickname Publius. Beginning in October 1787,
the trio wrote 85 articles in New York newspapers, later collected in two volumes called The
Federalist, in which they analyzed the Constitution, delved into the writer's thinking, and responded to
critics of opposition to federalism. They successfully countered most of the Anti-Federalist criticism.
Due to the lack of a bill of rights, the Federalists argued that the list might be incomplete and that the
national government was constitutionally bound not to pose a threat to civil rights. Finally, during the
Virginia ratification debate, Madison recognized the need for a bill of rights, and the Federalists
assured the public that the first step the new administration would take would be to pass a bill of
rights.
10

Tiebout, J. (1799) Title page of the Federalist Vol. 1
https://www.loc.gov/rr/program//bib/ourdocs/federalist.html

Nevertheless, it is important to mention that while some of the most
important characters of the time agreed with certain points on both
sides, not everyone had a definitive opinion regarding the debate.
However, to make any important decision a majority was needed,
therefore to pick a side was mostly necessary.

QADMAS:
1. Should governmental power be centralized or decentralized?
2. Does the Constitution need amendments? If so, which ones?
3. How can the public interests be protected? Can the Constitution help protect citizens
from abuse?
4. How should the power between the congress, the U.S. government and the state
governments be balanced? How should this be reflected in the Constitution and/or
amendments?
5. Which aspects of the Articles of the Confederation should be modified or added in
the Constitution?

Committee Goal:
The main goal of the committee is to achieve a realistic and reasonable agreement between
both sides of the debate, and for each character to develop and express themselves according
to their values and history. Each and every single decision made during the conference should
have its motive and justification, and the story to be made should follow a reasoning and a
sequence of cause and consequence.

Recommendations:
Remember this committee takes place in December the 4th, 1787
We’re looking forward to a debate that shows knowledge of the topic and delegates who are
able to maintain their positions while negotiating. It’s important that delegates consider their
own state's interests, policy and history regarding the topic. Since the final goal of the
committee is to find an agreement, we recommend you to read the Massachusetts
Compromise which was the real solution to the debate between Federalists and

11

Anti-Federalists. We also recommend studying and understanding the committee´s dynamic
ee and The United States policy for creating realizable amendments that can be supported by
citizens. Also, remember that each state have one vote. Finally and removing the formality
for a moment, have fun!

Position Paper Requirements:
Positions papers establish the position of a country/character on a specific issue. They allow
delegates to demonstrate the research they have done for the committee. The position paper
should consist of three paragraphs. The first paragraph should have general information about
the committee as well as your character’s position. The second paragraph should have past
actions regarding the topic. Finally, the third paragraph should elaborate on your proposals
which you will present in the conference. The position paper should be written in Times New
Roman 11 and be no longer than one page. In addition, sources must be included in MLA
format. The sources do not count as pages. Delegates should include a header with the
following information: their full name, delegation (if applicable), and the delegation’s flag
and a picture of the character they are representing. The text should be justified on both sides.
The Position Paper should be sent to chavezzclaudia49@gmail.com or
leandrogn10@gmail.com in a PDF format by Monday, June 6th at 11:59 P.M.

Bibliography:
● National Archives (November 2, 2018) The Reactification of The Constitution
https://www.archives.gov/espanol/dia-de-la-constitucion/la-ratificacion.html
● David A. Norris (2006) Anti-Federalists https://www.ncpedia.org/anti-federalists
● Edlher (2016) Federalists Party https://ohiohistorycentral.org/w/Federalist_Party
● The Editors of Encyclopaedia Britannica. Anti-Federalists | History, Beliefs, & Facts.
Encyclopedia Britannica. https://www.britannica.com/topic/Anti-Federalists
● Davis, K. . States and Dates of Ratification. Ben´s Guide.
https://bensguide.gpo.gov/j-states-ratification
● History.com Editors. (2020). U.S. Constitution ratified. HISTORY.
https://www.history.com/this-day-in-history/u-s-constitution-ratified
● NCC Staff. (2021). The day the Constitution was ratified. The National Constitution
Center.
https://constitutioncenter.org/interactive-constitution/blog/the-day-the-constitution-wa
s-ratified#:%7E:text=On%20June%2021%2C%201788%2C%20the,a%20long%20an
d%20arduous%20process.
● ushistory.org. (2022). The Ratification Process: State by State [ushistory.org]. U.S.
History Online Textbook. https://www.ushistory.org/us/16c.asp
● Center for the Study of the American Constitution. (2021). Ratification of the U.S.
Constitution: An Overview of the Process.

12

https://csac.history.wisc.edu/2021/03/31/ratification-of-the-u-s-constitution-an-overvi
ew-of-the-process/
● National Archives. (2022). The Bill of Rights: A Transcription.
https://www.archives.gov/founding-docs/bill-of-rights-transcript
● Ramos, M. (2009). Anti-Federalists. The First Amendment Encyclopedia.
https://www.mtsu.edu/first-amendment/article/1175/anti-federalists#:%7E:text=The%
20Anti%2DFederalists%20opposed%20the,of%20a%20bill%20of%20rights
● National Archives. (2021). The Constitution: How Did it Happen?
https://www.archives.gov/founding-docs/constitution/how-did-it-happen

13

