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Letter from the Secretary General:
Dear Delegates and Faculty Advisors,
Welcome to AltMuns 4th yearly edition!
Time has gone by quickly since we organized our first edition all the way back in 2019. Back then, the
current organizing team of AltMun 2022, myself included, took the role of pagers, handing roses and
so on. To think that team would be in charge of organizing AltMun just a few editions later is a
testament to how quickly time passes by.
When choosing the topics for this year's edition, I wanted to make sure that all of them allowed and
invited discussions of relevant issues our world is facing. I sincerely hope and believe that all
delegates will be able to see this in action no matter the committee, whether it is of an ongoing war in
Europe or of a fictitious scenario derived from a Netflix film.
If I had to give one piece of advice to delegates derived from my 4 years of MUN experience, it would
be to really submerge oneself in the role of the representative one is playing. At the end of the day,
MUN is a roleplaying simulation. I have found that if one bears that in mind and focuses on how to
promote their countries/ characters interests, instead of solely seeking to win a prize, success is more
likely to follow you.
Lastly, I would like to thank you for participating in AltMun 2022, and for allowing an event that I
have been looking forward to for a long, long time to actually occur. I hope you enjoy participating in
this event as much as I have enjoyed organizing it. I wish you all great success in your respective
conferences.
All the best,
Juan Pablo O’Brien Del Castillo
Secretary General, Altair Model United Nations 2022
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Letters from the directors:
Fellow Delegates,
Hi! My name is Lucía Rojas and I’m 17 years old. I am also studying at the Colegio Peruano-Alemán
Alexander von Humboldt, and attending the German baccalaureate. I’m beyond excited to be one
Chair on such an important and quite controversial committee, because of how much fun I have in
crisis committees as a delegate but most importantly because of the interest that I have had for years in
the situations that have led to the present conflict.
In regards to my MUN experience, I enrolled in my delegation in 2019 just to try something new that
was related to one of my biggest passions: politics. After attending conferences and seeing how much
one can improve thanks to the mutual help between the other members of the delegation or simply by
watching other delegates in the conferences, I realised that MUN is something that I wanted (and still
want) to do for a long time. Sadly, the pandemic hit last year, and I was only able to attend a few
conferences, but at the end me and my inner boomer got used to this virtual era and I can now assure
that virtual MUNs are almost as fun as face-to-face ones, especially open debates, those are even more
juicy per zoom.
Happily (or sadly for the MUN geeks), MUN is not the only hobby that I have. I love everything that
is related to politics, so learning about it, that being social issues, political ideologies, wars, women’s
civil rights or just whatever that you can imagine, takes probably 40% percent of my time. For those
wondering, I consider myself a marxist-leninist (or simply put, a communist), so you can probably
already imagine the heated but friendly debates I constantly have with your AD. But don’t be fooled,
my best delegate award will go to the one that knows more about their country’s policies and can
represent them in the most accurate way possible. Anyway, this is why I want to study law and
probably do a minor in political science and/ or philosophy (another topic that I am very passionate
about), in the future. I also love to listen to music. Aside from reggaeton (I know, Grinch opinion), I
love any other genre, especially new wave, post punk, metal and indie. I also love reading, writing
poetry, baking and going to the gym.
All in all, I will be looking for a passionate, full of content and smartly planned debate. Those
characteristics and a clever leadership are what I admire the most about delegates and what I think
makes one outstanding. If someone is full of content but isn’t socially and emotionally intelligent, all
potential is wasted, and the same vice versa. Take your time to do your research because nothing is
more fun than being extremely prepared for a crisis committee. Best of luck, I can't wait to meet you
all!
Regards,
Lucía Rojas Vargas –Committee Director/Chair
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Distinguished Delegates,
My name is Hugo Alonso Contreras Velasco, and I am 20 years old. Currently I am studying political
science as major and history as minor at the Johannes Gutenberg University of Mainz in Germany
thanks to having the possibility to write the Abitur (the German IB) in 2020, when I was at the
Humboldt School in Lima, Peru. I am absolutely delighted to have the opportunity to be your assistant
director on this occasion, mainly because this is the first committee I am helping to direct since I
moved out to Germany, and this is an opportunity to help my dear friend Lucia.
Regarding my experience at MUN, I started in 2016 when I was living in Colombia because of my
father's work as a Peruvian diplomat, who instilled in me since I was a child an interest in reading and
analysing international relations. Since I returned three years ago, I have remained totally immersed in
this activity, which has become one of my greatest passions. I have participated in twenty-three
conferences, seventeen as a delegate and six as a member of the chair. I am what you might call a
"hardcore" crisis delegate, mainly because of my enjoyment of the volatile atmosphere, to say the
least, of crisis committees and the Security Council.
On a personal level, apart from Model UN, I love reading, especially essays and chronicles, mainly on
history and foreign policy. Hence, I decided to study political science and history at the Johannes
Gutenberg University and I am planning to go to the Diplomatic Academy Javier Pérez de Cuéllar of
Peru once I finished my studies. I have always been into politics and drawn to the work of a diplomat,
perhaps by inheritance.
In my spare time I enjoy listening to music, especially martial marches, as well as watching YouTube
videos, especially of political satire, and taking short naps. Otherwise, I am also an avid gamer of any
Nintendo console and, eventually, an amateur actor. Likewise, I really enjoy posting my political
comments on my networks and waiting for the reaction. I consider myself openly conservative,
although I don't allow politics to interfere with my personal relationships
About the topic of the committee, I must admit I consider it deeply interesting. As I mentioned, I enjoy
geopolitics very much. Currently there is no other more important event regarding this issue than the
current Russo-Ukrainian war. From the clash between geopolitical blocs, to the redefinition of some
roles in the International System, to aue question of energy to infinite other factors are elements
directly compromised by this conflict.
Remember that the study guide should mark only a basis for your approach to the topic. It is
imperative to look for as much information as possible. I am looking forward to seeing you!
Cordially yours,
Hugo Alonso Contreras Velasco, Assistant Director
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Introduction:
Wars are constantly happening around the world and yet it seems that the average civilian in other
parts of the globe doesn’t care and the authorities don’t give them due importance. In this case, the
story is different. To the surprise of Europe and the whole world, a war has been raging since the end
of February in a neighboring country, Ukraine. But is this fact really surprising? And who is behind
this war and what are their interests? These are all questions that I hope we can debate about and
answer in our committee, and hopefully turn the story around in favor of peace.

The Committee:
We are going to debate with the format of the Security Council of the United Nations. The particularity
of this committee is that it is the only committee of the UN that is legally binding, i.e. its resolutions
are legal obligations for the member countries, as it is designed to debate pressing and current issues.
This committee has a total of 15 participants, the five permanent members (China, France, Russian
Federation, the United Kingdom, and the United States) and ten others, who stay for two years as
non-renewable members, but only five new ones are elected every year from different continents of the
world to ensure their representation (Albania, Brazil, Gabon, Ghana, India, Ireland, Kenya, Mexico,
Norway and the United Arab Emirates). However, if a non-member country is directly affected by the
issues discussed, it may participate in the debate but not vote, which in our committee, for example,
would be the case of Ukraine. The committee start date will be the date of the invasion, 24 of February
2022.

The History of Ukraine:
To understand the current events and the reasons behind the actions or thought process of each side of
the conflict is taking, it’s crucial to have a rich overview of the history of every country and
organization that is taking part. First of all, we’ll look at the history of Ukraine.
The beginnings of Ukraine as an independent and sovereign state -in contrast to the occupation and
then the cultural mix they went through under the Russian Empire- start during the end of WWI
(1918), where the bolshevik revolution was in full swing, and after its success, the Ukrainian Soviet
Socialist Republic was created, which also was a founding member of the Union of Soviet Socialist
Republics (USSR). As a soviet republic, where the past and pure ukrainian culture wasn’t gone even
after the efforts during their history under the Russian Empire, the Ukrainian (instead of Russian) led
country followed strong policies of a so called “Ukrainization” (1920’s), where the culture was
promoted and language were promoted, as well as other soviet politics and soviet power.
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Everything changed when Hitler decided to invade the Soviet Union in 1941, where different
collaborationist groups rose to prominence and allied themselves with the Nazi powers, such as the
OUN (Organization of Ukrainian Nationalists), who’s origins date back to the 1920’s, which also led
the UPA (Ukrainian Insurgent Army), or the Ukrainian SS legion. Yet, since the 1930’s these groups
started to actively terrorize the people in the country that disagreed with them. Under this
environment, the Soviets retook Ukraine and were seen as liberators by the ukrainian population, to
the point where 4.5 million Ukrainians enlisted in the Red Army and more than 250,000 in the Soviet
partisans, which definetly helped to reduce the number of Nazi sympathizers.
Therefore, and going back to 1991, around 81% of Ukrainians voted to stay as members of the USSR
in the famous Soviet Union referendum, after the crisis caused by (or arguably before) the August
coup, but it ended up being dissolved nonetheless by Leonid Kravchuk, former leader of the Ukrainian
Socialist Soviet Republic. Ergo, free market policies were forced on the country after the overthrow of
socialism, which has catastrophic consequences, resulting in 3.5 million excess deaths, more than 66%
of the population falling into poverty and extreme poverty, a hyperinflated currency, a negative GDP
in the economy for years, which, to have a better picture, peaked in 1989 at 3,330 and fell to 1,317 in
1998, an economical crisis that has not ended or revived it’s golden years, as it was at only 2,334 in the
year 2020.

On the social aspect, of all the post Soviet countries, Ukraine had by far the harshest decommunization
laws, which included the ban of all communist symbols, renaming 51,493 places within the country
and destroying all statues and monuments in honor of Lenin, main dirigent of the October revolution.
Instead, and returning to the post-World War II customs, Ukraine instituted a law honoring the UPA
and the OUN, declared Stepán Bandera a “national hero”, etc. President Víktor Yakunovich (during
2010 to 2014), removed this national hero status of Bandera and strengthened relations with Russia
5

again, but was overthrown in the Euromaidan (2013 - 2014). The revolution was caused due to anger
by the Ukrainian populace of what was seen as large scale Russian Influence in the region and the
government making no efforts towards joining the EU. The revolution would culminate with the
overthrow of the Yakunovich government, forcing him to flee the country and seek exile in Russia.
Shortly after the Euromaidan,
those living in the eastern regions
of Ukraine-who predominantly
speak Russian-didn’t like the
new direction of the country
especially since they reversed the
decision by Yakunovich-who was
far more popular in the east-to
have

Russian

as

Ukraine’s

second official language. The
communist party of Ukraine was
also very popular in the east
before the maidan coup, winning more than 20% in 5 regions, receiving 13% of the national vote and
over 2.6 million votes in total-over half a million more than Svoboda-, it was on track to become the
most popular party in the east as while it was growing, the party of regions was losing popularity. But
this was not to be as the post maidan junta banned the party, dissolved its paramilitary, engaged in a
massive anti communist propaganda campaign and has consistently been persecuting communists
including the Konovich brothers today.
Crimea-which was part of Ukraine even prior to the dissolution of the Soviet union-voted 96% in
favor of joining Russia and joined the federation in an internationally criticized and scrutinized
referendum , in both Donbass and Lugansk voted for their independence from Ukraine with 90% and
96% of the population in favour, respectively. Ukraine did not recognize these referendums which has
led to the war in the Donbass, between Ukraine and the Russian backed separatists. The conflict led to
14,000 dead people, including 3,000 civilians.
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The History of NATO:
NATO is a military alliance created in 1949, with the original purpose of combating the threat posed
by the Soviet Union. The alliance originally entailed the US, Canada and much of Western Europe.
This was countered by the Soviets who created the Warsaw pact, which entailed the Soviet Union and
much of Eastern Europe. In 1991, when the Soviet Union was dissolved, questions about the future of
the organizations were prevalent. Early on it was decided that NATO would continue existing,
however the standing
foreseen

military organization of the organization was greatly reduced due to the

lack of danger from a weakened Russia. However, while the organization's military

capabilities were reduced due to the end of the cold war, the inverse would occur in regards to its
membership. Former Warsaw pact members began to express their desire to join NATO, starting with
the Visegrad group in 1991 (Poland, Hungary and Czechoslovakia) , even prior to the dissolution of
the Soviet Union. Since then, and to the great displeasement of Russia, virtually all former members of
the Warsaw Pact and even some former Soviet Republics (such as the Baltic states) have joined
NATO. Prior to the commencement of the Russian invasion, the issue of Ukraine membership in the
organization was seen as a possible negotiation point. Among the requests sent by Russia in order to
de-escalate tensions was a diplomatic agreement in which Ukraine would never join the organization.
NATO flatly refused this possibility, stating that a hypothetical Ukrainian membership to the
organization would solely depend on NATO and Ukraine, and not third party actors.
The issue of NATO enlargement continues to be prevalent to this very date, as countries that have
historically stayed neutral from the organization, such as Sweden and Finland, have expressed interest
in the possibility of joining due to what they see as a renewal of Russian aggressiveness.
Currently, NATO members have been the largest and most decisive bloc of countries who have
expressed their support to Ukraine in diplomatic, economic and military aid to Ukraine. Countries
such as the US, the UK and France , alongside their NATO counterparts have provided Ukraine with
billions of dollars worth of weaponry. Especially crucial have been the artillery and anti-tank and
anti-air defense systems that have been delivered to Ukrainian armed forces.
President Putin has vehemently criticized NATO participation in the conflict and has stated that the
escalation the military alliance has caused is negatively contributing to world security, even leading to
the chances of Nuclear war being higher.
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The stance of Russia:
On the other hand, we have modern day Russia under Putin’s mandate. Early into his presidency, Putin
did a lot of nationalization (and has recently also threatened to nationalize businesses leaving Russia
from sanctions), and now, state owned enterprises play a large role in Russia’s economy, adding up to
70% of the ones in the country. From these industries, we have to mention one that links Russia to the
European Union, which is the gas and oil exports from the country. Especially in its exports as
Gazprom and Rosneft, the largest Russian companies in those regards, are state owned.
In addition and in relation to its modern history, the development of Russia’s international and
therefore national politics has been heavily related to the tension that the Warsaw bloc has had with the
Western bloc since the beginning of the Cold War (1947 - 1991). There has also been controversy
within Russia regarding the state’s treatment of the opposition, from parties to movements that oppose
the Putin regime and the ongoing war.
WIthin Russia and in regards to Putin’s presidency, he actually has (and has consistently had) a high
approval rating and most Russians support the invasion, as he did during the Crimea annexation and
when he went to war with Georgia.
Since the beginning of the Russian special military operation (24 February 2022) The UN has
estimated that 2899 civilians have died, in the hands of Ukrainian army and paramilitaries and Russian
troops.

Bloc Positions
While you will be the masters of your own history in our committee, it is important to take into
account the policies that your respective countries had prior to the start of our conflict, and those that
we know have been in place today. Roughly speaking, we can divide the blocks into three. First, the
pro-Russian bloc, which supports the military operation in Ukraine, to maintain Russian sovereignty,
to recognize the separatist states, etc. Second, there are the countries that have decided to remain
neutral, i.e. not to take strong political and economic measures to sanction or support any specific side.
Finally, we have the pro-Ukrainian or pro-NATO group, which condemns Russian actions, supports
Ukraine politically and economically either with weaponry or by pushing for anti-Russian sanctions,
etc.
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QARMAS
1.

Who is to blame for the conflict?

2.

What sanctions should be implemented against the responsible party (in relation to QARMA 1

3.

What can the council do to help the affected civilians? How can it prevent further losses?

4.

What policy should be taken with Ukrainian refugees?

5.

Should Russia remain as a permanent member of the Security Council?

6.

Should the Security Council impose sanctions? And if yes, on who?

Position Paper Requirements:
Positions papers establish the position of a country on a specific issue. They allow delegates to
demonstrate the research they have done for the committee. The position paper should consist of three
paragraphs. The first paragraph should have general information about the committee as well as your
country’s position. The second paragraph should have past UN resolutions regarding the topic. Finally,
the third paragraph should elaborate on your proposals which you will present in the conference.
The position paper should be written in Times New Roman 11 and be no longer than one page. In
addition, sources must be included in MLA format. The sources do not count as pages. Delegates
should include a header with the following information: their full name, delegation (if applicable), and
the delegation’s flag and the official of the country they are representing. The text should be justified
on both sides. The Position Paper should be sent to luciarojasvargas@gmail.com in a PDF format by
Monday, June 6th at 11:59 P.M.
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