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Altair Model United Nations 2021

Letter from the Secretary-General
Dear Delegates and Faculty Advisors,

It is with great pleasure that I welcome you to this year’s edition of Altair Model United Nations!

Model UN is an activity that I am very passionate about and I know that many of you are too. Serving

as the Secretary-General this year has been a great honor and responsibility. While we are facing the

challenge of hosting the conference virtually, it is amazing to see that despite these unconventional

circumstances so many of you are willing to continue working and taking part in events such as this

one. It shows true commitment.

I discovered the world of MUN in 2019. While I had participated in Parliamentary Style Debate for

many years before, MUN offered a very different experience which centered greatly around

dialoguing with new people and creativity. I quickly became fascinated with the community of so

many like minded individuals who are so hardworking and dedicated to debating about global issues.

MUN is more than representing a country or winning an award, but it is the community of people who

all share these interests. It is about self growth and pushing yourself to go out of your comfort zone.

AltMUN 2021 will be the third edition of this annual event. Over the years our delegation has grown

and organization skills have also improved greatly. Our goal is to provide you with a unique

experience as we have planned for all the committees to cover relevant topics in the most engaging

way. This year we have been faced with the challenge of hosting an international event. We look

forward to hosting delegates from across Latin America and the rest of the world. While I for sure

miss debating in person, it is amazing the way that virtuality allows us to connect with more people at

a global level.

Last, but certainly not least, I would like to give special recognition to the entire AltMUN secretariat.

Everything we have accomplished so far has been thanks to your long hours of work and meticulous

planning. Thanks to all of you, planning this conference, which may seem like an overwhelming task,

has become a challenge that we have tackled together.

We thank you for taking part in AltMUN 2021 and hope you have an amazing time! See you soon!

Kind Regards,

Valerie Aronhalt

Secretary-General, Altair Model United Nations 2021
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Letter from the Committee Directors

Hello everybody!

My name is Alessia Lara and I am so excited to be your director in this edition of AltMUN 2021, a

conference that has a very special place in my heart. For this reason, I alongside Valerie have

participated as part of the dais for 3 consecutive years. As you can see, I enjoy doing MUN which is

an activity I have been doing for the past 5 years participating in national and international

conferences with my school’s team as well as with Peruvian Debate Society. Other than that, a few

facts about me: I am a freshman at Polytechnic University of Turin located in Italy, pursuing a

Bachelor’s in Aerospace Engineering. On the side, I am also currently studying to become a pilot.

Apart from being a student, you can usually find me spending my evenings playing video games

while streaming on Twitch or reading a book. So if you have any recommendations, let me know!

With regards to the committee, I truly believe that this topic carries the burden of a generation

subjugated by terror. Even if there have been steps to overcome the problem, terrorists’ exploitation of

youth continues, and will continue to plague the world. What I look for during the debate is fresh and

innovative ideas related to your countries’ positions. You are the leaders of the committee, you can

determine the flow of the debate. We want to hear all of your ideas, even if they are controversial. We

also want to encourage delegates to step out of their comfort zone and, through diplomacy and clear

communication, to be able to reach common ground while also ensuring the respect of your country’s

policy.

With nothing else to add, I just wanted to wish you all the best! Whether this is your 1st or 20th

conference, we want to make this an amazing experience for you all. New ideas are always welcome,

so do not hesitate to reach out to me or Valerie if you have any suggestions.

Good luck, have fun, see you soon!

Alessia Lara

Director
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Welcome to DISEC!

My name is Valerie Delgado and I have the pleasure to be your director in this edition of Altair Model

UN alongside Alessia. AltMUN has always been quite a special conference for me, as I have had the

opportunity to be part of the dais on three occasions, and I look forward to this year’s edition with

excitement. I started participating in Model UN back in November 2016, and I have been able to

participate as Delegate, Dais and Secretariat in quite some conferences, and I currently am a member

of Peruvian Debate Society as well.

On a more personal level, I am currently applying to some unis to study Politics, Philosophy and

Economics, which are subjects I have always found interesting. I am a member of United Peruvian

Youth, a youth organisation that seeks to promote the achievement of the SDGs, and Director of

Asesora Perú, a youth organisation that provides tutorships to school students. Besides that, I

currently am starting the admission process for the Peruvian Youth Parliament, for which I am quite

excited. I am very keen on politics, philosophy, movies and art, and I read quite often too, so if you

would ever like to talk about any of these subjects, feel free to message me!

Regarding the committee, I expect that you keep in mind everything that has been mentioned in this

study guide and take some time to do some research on your own, especially to understand the

situation of the nation you will be representing. During the debate, I will be looking for dynamic and

complete discussions that allow the committee to approach contrasting viewpoints and the diverse

aspects of the issue. I do encourage you to always bear in mind the policy of your country, and to be

cooperative and diplomatic during the sessions. If at any point of the conference you face any issues

due to the online nature of the conference, we will be completely understanding and try to help as

much as possible.

Having said this, I hope you enjoy the committee and take it as an opportunity to share, learn and have

fun too. If you have any doubts, please do not hesitate to contact me or Alessia.

I wish you the best of luck and look forward to seeing you soon.

Best wishes,

Valerie Delgado

Committee Director
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The Committee

The Disarmament and International Security Committee, also known as the First Committee tackles

issues that threaten international peace. These issues must be related to the UN Charter or any of the

other organs of the United Nations. DISEC is part of the UNGA (United Nations General Assembly),

which is one of the main six organs of the United Nations. Seeing as it is part of the General

Assembly, DISEC can only make suggestions towards the UNGA plenary session, which will later

decide if these will be adopted or not.

DISEC is composed of all 193 member states of the United Nations. These discuss seven thematic

clusters which are:

● Nuclear weapons

● Other weapons of mass destruction

● Outer space (disarmament)

● Conventional Weapons

● Regional disarmament and security

● Other disarmament measures and security

● Disarmament machinery

Although in 2020, due to COVID-19, the standard thematic clusters were not included in DISEC, we

can see discussions of this in past years. In 2019, the 74th session saw different topics such as

militarization of space, new technology, chemical and biological weapons, terrorism, and a nuclear

weapon-free middle east. In 2018, the General Debate focused on disarmament, weapons of mass

destruction, nuclear crisis, and the outer space arms race.

Due to this committee's nature, delegates are expected to come up with solutions which are applicable

as well as adaptable to all member states. Furthermore, they must have a clear way of tackling the

problem while taking into account different policies and the root problem.
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Introduction

Terrorist organizations are an international threat to sovereignty and to the preservation of human

rights. This not only applies to adults, but also young people. This last group plays a vital role in

supporting terrorist organizations voluntarily or by force. The vulnerability of youth, both male and

female, depends on a variety of factors such as geographic proximity to a terrorist group, exposure to

propaganda, economic factors, marginalization, among others.

Overview of the Problem

Considering the great impact young people have on the development of terrorist organizations not

only in the short term but also on a long term basis, it is vital for the committee to understand the root

causes of the problem. In addition, it is necessary to discuss the current situation as well as the effects

terrorism has on the future of these generations who end up without schooling and following an

extremist ideology.

Definition of the problem

According to the Office of the United Nations, there is no internationally agreed upon definition of

terrorrism. Nevertheless, there have been various international attempts to define “terrorism” with no

universalization on the matter. One example of which is resolution 49/60, adopted by consensus by

the General Assembly which states the following:

[A]cts intended or calculated to provoke a state of terror in the general public, a group of

persons or particular persons for political purposes are in any circumstance unjustifiable,

whatever the considerations of a political, philosophical, ideological, racial, ethnic, religious

or any other nature that may be invoked to justify them. (Para. 3).

When dealing with the exploitation of youth, the United Nations considers it a period of transition

from the dependence of childhood to adulthood’s independence. For statistical purposes, the UN

defines those persons between the ages of 15 and 24 without prejudice to other definitions by Member

States.
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Causes

Lack of definition

As previously mentioned, the lack of an actual definition of terrorism enables the misuse of the term

as well as opening the possibility of not recognizing terrorism as such. Moreover, it eases the

politicization of the term. Even if ambiguity should be able to broaden the spectrum of what should be

considered “terrorism”, domestic laws can also bring vagueness to the table. This also creates the

problem of lack of harmonization between domestic and international laws, which increases the

inefficiency of the legislative response. In fact, this also puts under stress international cooperation

due to the lack of standardization on the matter. For this reason one of the main goals of the

committee should be analyzing the possibility of a universally recognized definition of terrorism in

order to find solutions that could actually be put into place.

Vulnerability

The reason behind recruiting young people is due the increased vulnerability of this group. One of the

determining factors behind vulnerability is the geographical proximity to the conflict. The fact that

young people are forced to be in, possibly, direct contact in armed conflict or with violent extremist

groups, make it easier for them to be part of what is happening around them, feeling it is their duty to

protect their community. Another important aspect is economic vulnerability. Given that the lack of

employment opportunities as well as inability to pay for schooling have been used in favor of terrorist

groups. In fact, one example is Boko Haram which, according to former members, promised financial

support for them and their businesses.

Moreover, marginalization and lack of protection play a huge role in recruiting young people. The

feeling of exclusion and wanting to be part of a group so they can protect you has also influenced the

recruitment of youth. In addition, gender disparity also bears a weight when it comes to terrorism.

Women are often kidnapped or lured by men through promises of love or as a way to escape a failing

home. In fact, according to studies, only 2% of women had a criminal background before

radicalization, compared to 19% of men. However, once inside they can also be forced into

prostitution, labor, marriage, and birth.
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Men, women and children displaced by Boko Haram conflict in  Nigeria, South China Morning Post

Force

Apart from being lured by circumstances, young people are sometimes even forced to be part of these

organizations. Some have been brutally kidnapped, abducted, coerced by threats or purchased from

traffickers. Particularly, children who have no support system, parents or a guardian that can take care

of them are the most vulnerable. For example, the Lord’s Resistance Army has kidnaped more than

20,000 children since 1987.

On the other hand, ISIS kidnapped thousands of children from families’ homes as well as from

orphanages. Children are usually brought into the terrorist groups at very young ages in order to

impose their ideologies without much resistance. By showing the child a support network which

provides protection, they will eventually grow up and become faithful members who will work

alongside them. Some terrorist organizations use children because they have run out of adult

members. However, the majority prefer the youth because they are easier to control and avoid raising

suspicions.
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ISIL recruitment of young children to then train them, USA Today

Volunteers

Circumstances might lead the youth to end up in a terrorist organization. However, another very

important factor to be taken into consideration is the fact that young people also join these

organizations voluntarily. Whether it is in search of fame, because of an ideological appeal, religious

or social obligations or family ties, young people are still choosing this path. Once they are part of

these groups, we must bear in mind how they got persuaded, what were their reasons? It could be

because of an identification of the group or due to the efficiency of the propaganda or persuasion

agents when recruiting young people. Nevertheless, we must also remember that not all young people

who follow radical ideas necessarily engage in terrorism. However, it can create a pathway for them

to eventually act on these ideas. In the case of voluntarily joining these groups, the committee must

also evaluate the questions of: “What should be done with these young people and their future?” and

“How will they eventually be reinserted into society?”.
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Frontiers, “Why People Enter and Embrace Violent Groups”

Current Situation

The youth are particularly targeted by terrorist and extremist organisations for multiple reasons. On

one side, several factors make people from this age range an especially vulnerable group, and easier to

indoctrinate and/or integrate into the organisations. However, they are also targeted for strategic

advantages.

Terrorist organisations use and recruit young people in an attempt to signal the brutality of their

actions, and to resolve to win in certain situations. As well, young people, and especially children, can

evade security with ease and not raise suspicions, which is a tactical advantage for these organisations

when infiltrating somewhere, or carrying out attacks. Moreover, young people serve as ‘able-bodied’

fighters in conflicts including an extensive use of small arms. It is important to emphasize that, in the
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vast majority of cases, youth do not tend to hold high positions within the organizations, but rather the

most exposed ones.

Gender also tends to be an important factor to define the role of youth inside these organisations, that

are not limited to the traditional gender roles we might expect – men serving as fighters and women as

caregivers. The presence of young women in terrorist groups facilitates the recruitment of other young

women, in fact, the wives of ISIS fighters are often tasked with recruiting additional fighters. Some

examples of this are the 2015 arrest of two women from a Spanish exclave in northern Africa for

having formed an ISIS recruitment ring that specifically targeted young women, and the case of Zehra

Duman, who joined ISIS in 2015 and would use online platforms to encourage young people to join

the organisation and offer assistance to women seeking jihadi husbands.

Forced recruitment of youth must not be taken lightly, and it is not a new nor unusual phenomenon

either. To provide some statistics, since the year 1987, the Lord’s Resistance Army in Uganda has

kidnapped over 20 thousand children. Boko Haram, in Nigeria, has as well employed mass

kidnappings as a method of recruitment, including the abduction of 276 schoolgirls in Chibok in 2014

and 110 more girls from Dapchi in 2018. Al Shabaab, in Somalia, used intimidation, detention and

violence to recruit over 1770 young people, in 2017 alone. Forced recruitment, as we have seen, is in

fact one of the main forms of recruitment, and although most measures concerning the recruitment of

youth into extremist groups deal precisely with forced recruitment, the efforts have been insufficient.

Previous UN Actions

In this section we have included actions previously taken by the United Nations, including relevant

Conventions, resolutions passed by the Security Council, Declarations, and other useful documents.

The Geneva Convention of 1949 and the Additional Protocols of 1977

The Geneva Convention of 1949 was established in reaction to the events of World War II, that

showed the consequences of the absence of a convention for the protection of civilians in wartime. It

is composed of 159 articles, complemented by the Additional Protocols of 1977, and has been

universally ratified.

It addresses the general protection of populations against consequences of war, the limitation of the

use of weapons, and the regulations governing the status and treatment of protected persons,
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distinguishing between the situation of foreigners on the territory of one of the parties to the conflict

and that of civilians in occupied territory.

Articles 24 and 50 of the Convention address Child Welfare and Children, respectively. Article 24

states that the maintenance, religion and education of children under fifteen must be facilitated by the

Parties to the conflict and children under twelve must keep an identification as well. Article 50 states

that the Occupying Power must facilitate the work of institutions that safeguard the children, take the

necessary steps for the identification of the children, and not obstruct nor establish preferential

measures regarding food, medical care and protection against the effects of war.

It would be important to discuss how this universally accepted convention, and especially the

mentioned articles, apply to the case of children involved in terrorist organisations.

UN Convention on the Rights of the Child of 1989 - Optional Protocol of 25 May 2000

The UNCRC is a legally-binding agreement that sets the civil, political, economic, social and cultural

rights of children, regardless of race, religion or abilities. It consists of 54 articles that set children’s

rights and how governments should make them available to them.

The UNCRC establishes the following basic fundamental freedoms:

- Life, survival and development.

- Protection from violence, abuse or neglect.

- An education that enables children to fulfil their potential.

- Be raised by, or have a relationship with, their parents.

- Express their opinions and be listened to.

These freedoms would be endangered if a child were to be recruited by a terrorist organisation.

Moreover, another legal framework that regards the issue, is the Optional Protocol adopted in May 25,

2000, which asks governments to ensure children under the age of 18 are not forcibly recruited into

their armed forces and has been ratified by over 120 Member States.

Security Council Resolutions

Some particularly relevant Resolutions passed by the Security Council are Resolution 1314 (2000),

Resolution 1612 (2005), and Resolution 1882 (2009).
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Resolution 1314 urged all parties in armed conflicts to respect the international laws concerning the

rights and the protection of children, especially the Geneva Conventions and their Additional

Protocols, the UN Convention on the Rights of the Child and its Optional Protocol of May 25, 2000.

Resolution 1612 addressed the recruitment and use of children soldiers in armed conflicts, taking note

of the action plan regarding the establishment of a monitoring and reporting mechanism on children in

armed conflicts, as well establishing a working group consisting of all members in the Security

Council to review the reports.

Finally, Resolution 1882 called upon Member States and UN entities to ensure that the protection,

rights, well-being and empowerment of children affected by armed conflict are integrated into all

peace processes and that post-conflict recovery and reconstruction planning, programmes and

strategies prioritize issues concerning children affected by armed conflict. As well, it calls upon

Member States to take action against persistent perpetrators of violations and abuses committed

against children in situations of armed conflict, and to bring to justice those responsible for violations

prohibited under applicable international law, including with regard to recruitment and use of

children.

Other Relevant Documents

The American Enterprise Institute report on Tackling Terrorists’ Exploitation of Youth is a

report that addresses the recruitment of youth by terrorist organisations, their role within

these groups, and provides recommendations for the United States government to counter

violent extremism through international programming. Although this report aims to improve

specifically the US response to the exploitation of youth by terrorist groups, the information

provided and the recommended strategies can and should be evaluated by other nations, since

this is one of the most complete reports on the matter.

The report states that a vigorous US government response should include the following:

- Clear criteria to weight individuals’ vulnerability to radicalization and recruitment

- Targeting programs to counter violent extremism

- Emphasis on fostering attitudinal and behavioral change among youth vulnerable to

recruitment
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- Effort to confront radicalization of women and girls

- Recognition of the family as a potential site of radicalization

However, we must also recognize some flaws and deficiencies within the document. The

focus of this report is on prevention efforts, rather than deradicalization for youth, and targets

exclusively designated terrorist organisations, excluding other non-state armed actors that

recruit youth as well. This focus leads to a response limited only to prevention, without clear

strategies regarding the youth that has been already recruited by extremist groups.

Moreover, it has only taken into consideration the terrorist organisations recognized as such

by the US government. This means that existing terrorist organisations, labeled as such by the

government of their respective country, but not by the US, have not been evaluated for the

making of the report. As well, the document has not accurately identified which of these

groups are currently recruiting youth. This becomes clear in the world map that signalizes

countries with organisations actively recruiting youth. According to reports elaborated by the

Peruvian government, the terrorist organisation Shining Path (or Sendero Luminoso) is

currently active, and continues to recruit youth, yet Perú is signalized as a country with no

active terrorist organisations in the AEI report.

Bloc Positions

Children are a vital source for many terrorist groups, and have many roles, from cooks to armed

fighters. The way children are hired depends on the context. It can be forced, or voluntarily. There are

some children that join these groups because they are being trafficked and forced into them. There are

others that join because they feel represented by certain ideologies.

There are in total 15 countries that address Youth vulnerability to Terrorist Recruitment. There are

African, European and Asian countries, and one only latin country, Colombia. The international

position says this must be ended. The issue passed from a Geographic Proximity to a conflict in

Africa.

Africa and Middle East

In Africa the countries of Mali, Nigeria, Sudan, South Sudan, the Central Africa Republic, Somalia

and the Republic of Congo are considered countries most at risk where there is local recruitment of

youth by terrorists. This is because of the different factors such as poverty, child abandonment, lack of
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opportunities, among others, that make it easier for terrorist groups to gather more children. This also

happens in the Middle East. Countries that are considered the biggest source of youth fighters are

Yemen, Iraq, Syria and Afghanistan. All of these countries share a similar poverty and war stricken

context. Nigeria, Cameroon, Niger, Chad, and other countries have taken action to stop children from

joining terrorist groups by creating local communities’ vigilante groups. Should these countries join

forces to reduce the risk of terrorist recruitment? If so, in which way?

America

While South America does not have a large scale terrorist problem. Colombia is known for also not

being able to deal with youth terrorist recruitment. Other countries such as El Salvador and Guatemala

have also had tbut central countries like El Salvador and Guatemala have already taken action to stop

the spread of youth recruitment inside their territories but, has it been enough? Another example can

be analyzed, and that is the situation with Sendero Luminoso in Peru during the 80s and 90s.

Europe

Even if Europe is not the continent where the main headquarters of terrorist organizations are located.

Many Europeans get contacted via the internet or through charismatic acquaintances that infiltrate

themselves into certain communities to recruit young people. It is known that in countries such as the

United Kingdom, first and second generation immigrants that come from Muslim countries that are

the main target of ISIS recruiters. However, this could also be the case in other countries.

World

Many international organizations, including the World Bank and the United Nations, emphasize

integrating young people into decision-making processes as a way to counter youth terrorist

recruitment.

Selective recruitment often occurs through family networks, peers, or social institutions (including

educational institutions, which could happen anywhere in the world. The United Nations

Development Programme found that a majority of surveyed members of violent extremist groups in

Africa were introduced to the group by a friend. Case studies of youth in Mindanao, a region of the

Philippines that witnessed an ISIS siege in 2017, found that family and social networks played a

larger role in guiding radicalization and membership in armed groups than any specific grievances or

social and economic factors did. This is why the international community should act together to tackle

the sophisticated expansion of terrorist networks.
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QARMAs

1. How can children and young people recruited by terrorist organisations be eventually

reinserted into society?

2. What should be the immediate role of the international judicial system in tackling youth’s

terrorist exploitation? Should it look for punishment, reformation or prevention?

3. How should the treatment of child terrorists who were introduced to organizations voluntarily

and by force differ? Should there be consequences for those who entered the groups

voluntarily?

4. How does the definition of terrorism affect the recruitment of children in the organizations?

5. Why have the past international actions been inefficient in tackling the root of the problem?

6. How should organisations labeled as terrorists under national jurisdiction be dealt with on an

international level?

7. How could we stop young volunteers from joining terrorist organizations?

Position Paper Requirements

Positions papers establish the position of a country on a specific issue. They allow delegates to

demonstrate the research they have done for the committee. The position paper should consist of three

paragraphs. The first paragraph should have general information about the committee as well as your

country’s position. The second paragraph should have past UN resolutions regarding the topic.

Finally, the third paragraph should elaborate on your proposals which you will present in the

conference.

The position paper should be written in Times New Roman 11 and be no longer than one page. In

addition, sources must be included in MLA format. Delegates should include a header with the

following information: their full name, delegation (if applicable), and the delegation’s flag and the

official of the country they are representing. The text should be justified on both sides. The Position

Paper should be sent to disec@altair.pe in a PDF format before Friday, June 11th at 11:59 P.M.
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